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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to clarify the actual condition of the use of “Special Needs Support
Assistants”(SNSA) in Ibaraki Prefecture. The questionnaires were sent to all public primary and
lower secondary schools and municipalities school boards. Most of schools have students with
special needs in regular classes. Nearly half of primary schools use SNSA, but very fewer secondary
schools use them. It is not realized commonly among teachers and school boards what is the SNSA?
There is significant difference in employment of SNSA and the standard about the working condition
and duty of SNSA also vary among municipalities. The use of SNSA is now entrusted to
municipalities based on the tax allocated to local government, but the national system of SNSA
should be established.
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